
Working Party sessions Monday 14 June to Wednesday 16 June 2021 – Speaker biographies 
 
Wales Working Party – Monday 14 June at 9am 
 
Jane Davidson is the author of #futuregen: Lessons from a Small Country. She is Pro Vice-Chancellor 
Emeritus at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. From 2007- 2011, she was Minister for 
Environment and Sustainability in Wales where she proposed legislation to make sustainability the 
central organising principle of government; the Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act came 
into law in 2015. She is a RSA Fellow and since 2017, guest faculty in the Executive Education for 
Sustainability Leadership programme at Harvard University's T.H. Chan School of Public Health.   
 
Water Working Party – Monday 14 June at 12.30pm 
 
Philip Dunne MP has been Member of Parliament for Ludlow in Shropshire since 2005. He was 
previously Minister for Defence Procurement (2012-2016) and as Minister of State for Health (2016-
2018). He has been a member of the Environmental Audit Committee since 2018, which he has 
chaired since January 2020.  
 
Rachel Salvidge is a leading environmental journalist with a decade of experience covering the full 
spectrum of environmental issues, including freshwater, oceans, biodiversity, chemicals, air quality, 
land-use, waste, pollution in all its forms, and climate change. Rachel is deputy editor of 
environmental policy magazine the ENDS Report and writes on green issues for the Guardian. She 
has worked with Greenpeace's investigative journalism unit Unearthed and has been a 
communications lead at the Independent and for non-fiction at Penguin Books. 
 
Andrea Poole is an Associate Director at Atkins Limited, a member of SNC-Lavalin, in their Water 
infrastructure division, since 2014. Andrea started her career as a Graduate Chemical Engineer at 
Thames Water, and spent 19 years working in a variety of Operations Management and Capital 
Delivery roles, most notably putting into Operation the Thames Gateway WTW, the first desalination 
plant for municipal potable water use in the UK. At Atkins, using a combination of her hands on 
operational experience and technical engineering knowledge, Andrea is currently working on a 
variety of wastewater and water projects, both in the UK and Internationally, focussed on helping 
clients achieve practical, affordable, and environmentally sustainable solutions. 
 
 
Climate Change and Energy Working Party – Tuesday 15 June at 8.30am 
 
Stephen Hockman QC has specialised in regulatory and environmental law for over 30 years. He has 
a broad environmental, health and safety and planning practice encompassing judicial review, 
inquiries, civil claims and criminal defence work. Stephen has been nominated as Real Estate, 
Environment & Planning Silk of the Year at the Legal 500 UK Bar Awards, and Environment/Planning 
Silk of the Year at the Chambers UK Bar Awards. He is also listed in Who's Who Legal: UK Bar as a 
leading barrister in environmental law. 
 
Christopher Badger has an established practice in environmental regulatory investigations and 
prosecutions. High profile cases include Environment Agency v CRL Ltd, a highly significant 
investigation into the disposal of hazardous waste, and Walker & Son Hauliers Ltd v Environment 
Agency, the leading authority on the responsibilities of landowners for the actions of their 
contractors. He was recently awarded Real Estate, Environment & Planning Junior of the Year at the 
Legal 500 UK Bar Awards and Environment/Planning Junior of the Year at the Chambers UK Bar 



Awards and is currently ranked as the Star Individual in Environmental Law in the Chambers UK Bar 
Guide. 
 
Silke Goldberg MA FRSA is a partner in the global energy practice of Herbert Smith Freehills LLP with 
extensive experience of advising on complex power and energy infrastructure projects. Silke is 
admitted to practice in Germany, England and France and advises in English, French, German and 
Dutch. She is a professor at Queen Mary university as well as visiting professor at the Groningen 
Centre for Energy Law where she teaches EU energy law. She regularly publishes on topics pertaining 
to energy law and has given evidence to several House of Lord enquiries in relation to Brexit and its 
impact on different aspects of the energy sector. 
 
 
Waste Working Party – Tuesday 15 June at 12.30pm 
 
Phil Conran OBE is a Director of consultancy 360 Environmental that provides legislative support to 
industry across all areas of waste management but in particular, on producer responsibility. He 
chaired the government’s Advisory Committee on Packaging from 2014 – 2020 having previously be 
a member of the ACP from 2000 – 2008 and he currently chairs the WEEE AATF Forum. From 1992 – 
2008, he worked at Biffa developing recycling solutions and in 1997, set up one of the first packaging 
compliance schemes. 360 Environmental are enthusiastic members of the UKELA Waste Working 
Party. 
 
David Greenfield is managing director and founder of SOENECS, a research and innovation practice 
in 2014 following 15 years in leadership roles in local and regional government. SOENECS provide 
strategic research, advice, training, solutions, chairing and facilitation on the topics of circular 
economy, environmental auditing, waste & resource management. Through David’s leadership 
SOENECS have developed www.potholespotter.co.uk, www.techtakeback.co.uk and are a project 
partner in the Interreg NWE TRANSFORM-CE project exploring plastics for additive manufacturing, 
and a supporter to the Interreg NEW FCBRE project researching the role of reuse in construction 
sector. 
 
In the last 12 months David has led or been co lead in the creation of the following reports: 
• The SUEZ 2030 Insights report “Invisible Ocean Pollutants from our Roads”  
• The London Borough of Tower Hamlets “Reuse, Recycling and Waste Supplementary 
Planning Document” 
• The Brighton & Hove City Council “Circular Economy Routemap” 
 
David is a member of the Exeter University CE Hub Executive Management Group (EMG), non-
executive Chair of the CIWM Enterprises Board , NED of Biohm, Trustee and Director of Freegle, 
Chair of the ICE Resource Management Panel, Government Adviser to DEFRA and MHCLG and 
advisor and past chair to the Local Authority National Waste Network Chairs (WNC). 
 
Dr Feja Lesniewska is currently a Senior Teaching Research Fellow at SOAS, University of London 
convening courses on climate change law, risk and policy analysis and teaching global public policy 
and global energy and climate policy. From July 2021 Feja will join the Centre for Interdisciplinary 
Circular Economy Centre For Mineral-based Construction Materials at the Institute for Sustainable 
Resources, the Bartlett, and UCL Laws as a Research Fellow. Her research will focus on developing 
policy, regulation and standards to increase the circularity of construction based minerals within the 
UK. Feja has also been a research fellow at STEaPP, UCL on the governance of the Internet of Things 
and Queen Mary, University of London on smart energy grids and law in the EU. Feja has a PhD from 
SOAS, University of London on sustainable development, forests and law which included field work 



in China. She has also worked as a Research Lead for ClientEarth's Forest and Climate Change 
Programme between 2010-2013 working in the EU and Central and West Africa. 
 
Environmental Litigation Working Party – Wednesday 16 June at 8.30am 
 
Sébastien Duyck is a senior attorney for Centre of International Environmental Law (CIEL’s) Climate 
& Energy Program and is based in Geneva. His work focuses primarily on promoting the integration 
of human rights and public participation in climate governance and in strengthening accountability 
for climate harms. 
Sébastien leads CIEL’s engagement with UN human rights institutions seeking greater consideration 
and scrutiny by these bodies of the duties of States to prevent human rights harms caused by 
climate change or climate responses and to promote environmental democracy. 
He also co-facilitates the Human Rights and Climate Change Working Group, convening civil society 
organizations advocating for the promotion and respect of human rights under the UN climate 
change regime and in the implementation of the Paris Agreement. 
Prior to joining CIEL, Sébastien worked as a consultant on related issues for a range of organizations 
including Friedrich Ebert Foundation, the Mary Robinson Foundation for Climate Justice, the 
Heinrich Boell Foundation, Carbon Market Watch, the Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security 
Research Programme (CCAFS) and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. 
 
Prof Elisa Morgera (University of Strathclyde Law School, Glasgow) specializes in international 
biodiversity law and its linkages with human rights, notably the rights of indigenous peoples and 
small-scale fishing communities, everyone's right to health and to science, and business 
responsibility to respect human rights. She is the director of the One Ocean Hub, a global inter-
disciplinary research collaboration framed around the inter-dependence of human rights and the 
marine environment. She has contributed to the mandate of the current and former UN Special 
Rapporteurs on Human Rights and the Environment, and is a member of the Scottish Task Force on 
Human Rights Leadership, leading on the human right to a healthy environment. She has provided a 
series of consultancies to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, the UN Environment 
Programme and the European Parliament on biodiversity and human rights. 
 
Katharina Rall is a researcher with the Environment and Human Rights Division at Human Rights 
Watch where her current work is focusing on human rights violations in the context of climate 
change and environmental health. Katharina has carried out research and advocacy on a number of 
human rights issues, including the impact of climate change on access to water, food, and health of 
indigenous peoples in Kenya and the rights of women living in communities affected by coal mining 
in Malawi. Before joining Human Rights Watch, she also researched economic, social, and cultural 
rights more broadly with the Center for Human Rights and Global Justice at New York University 
School of Law. Her experience also includes collaborating with human rights lawyers and 
communities affected by extractive industries in Haiti, the protection of human rights defenders in 
the Inter-American human rights system, litigation and advocacy seeking accountability from the 
U.N. for its role in Haiti’s cholera outbreak, and advising members of the German Parliament on 
human rights and international law issues. Katharina holds a law degree from the University of 
Goettingen School of Law and graduated from New York University School of Law with an LL.M in 
International Legal Studies. Katharina speaks English, German, French, Spanish, and some Haitian 
Creole. 
 
Noise Working Party – Wednesday 16 June at 12.30pm 
 



John Stewart has been involved in transport issues for the last 40 years; and with noise for the last 
25 years.  He has chaired the UK Noise Association since 2000. Currently he also chairs the Campaign 
for Better Transport.  He is the lead author of Why Noise Matters, published by Earthscan in 2011. 
 
 
Nature Conservation Working Party – Wednesday 16 June at 3.30pm 
 
Charles Banner QC is a barrister at Keating Chambers specialising in, amongst other things, 
environmental and planning law. He is called to the Bars of England & Wales and Northern Ireland, 
and also practises internationally. His experience includes over 150 reported cases, including 17 
Supreme Court appeals, 13 cases before the EU Courts and 9 cases before the UNECE Aarhus 
Convention Compliance Committee. He has acted in some of the most important environmental 
cases in the 2000s, including Edwards on the Aarhus Convention, HS2 on EIA & SEA, Plan B on 
climate change, Larkfleet on cumulative effects and Newry Chamber of Commerce on EIA & habitats 
in Northern Ireland. He is recommended as a leading QC in a total of 8 practice areas (including 
environmental law) in the latest editions of Chambers & Partners UK Bar and Legal 500 UK Bar. He is 
also ranked as one of Great Britain’s Top 4 planning QCs in the 2021 edition of Planning Magazine’s 
annual Planning Legal Survey. 
 
Georgina Chandler works as a Senior International Policy Officer for the RSPB (Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds) covering a broad range of issues across global nature and climate policy and 
advocacy, with a particular focus on the CBD and UNFCCC processes. Specifically, she is the 
organisations lead for the Convention on Biological Diversity and has been following the negotiations 
closely for the last five years. 
 
Nick White works across Government (national and local), and with developers, NGOs and academia 
to advance policy, practice and standards around net gain (biodiversity, natural capital and 
environmental). The current focus of his work is on biodiversity net gain legislation, the biodiversity 
metric and biodiversity net gain standards and guidance. He is also working on the evolving 
approach to marine net gain. As a non-ecologist Nick is interested in how biodiversity and the 
natural environment can contribute towards wider social and economic benefits. He also has a 
strong interest in green infrastructure, especially in relation to urban areas and its ability to enhance 
wider (grey) infrastructure resilience. Nick enjoys engaging with different sectors and seeking 
opportunities to help secure the delivery of shared outcomes. He previously worked in the health, 
cultural and charitable sectors. 
 
 
Public Health and Environmental Law – Wednesday 16 June at 6pm 
 
Charles Foster is a Fellow of Green Templeton College, University of Oxford. He read veterinary 
medicine and law at the University of Cambridge, and holds a PhD in medical law and ethics. He is a 
practising barrister, and has been involved in many of the groundbreaking cases in medical law, 
including the assisted suicide litigation in the Supreme Court and the House of Lords. He is the 
author of many books, including Being a Beast, which is a New York Times Bestseller, the subject of a 
forthcoming feature film, and won Foster the IgNobel Prize for Biology. 
 
Simon Rüegg is a senior scientist and lecturer in the Veterinary Epidemiology Group at the University 
of Zürich. He read veterinary science and completed a doctorate (DVM) at the University of Berne 
and holds a PhD in epidemiology, biostatistics and molecular diagnostics. He was a founding member 
of the European Network for One Health and Eco Health and contributes to the editorial review 
board of scientific journals on One Health, Epidemiology and tropical diseases. He is Chair of the 



Swiss Association of Exotic Pets, Zoo Animals and Wildlife and works towards a more respectful 
approach to animals, people and the environment. 
 
 
 
 
 


